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POWER. WHS HAS
IT? WHO WANTS IT?

e oo ey
FOR CABLE NEWS HOTT/E
J.J. WATERSTON...

CONTROL TiE ABILITY i -..T0 TRADI! AKE
TO DO WHAT YOU WANT, 1 . gg&iﬁ?ﬁmﬁ:ﬁp
sttt 1 : MILLIONAIRE AMOGULS!

1 AND GIVEN THE
INSTINCTS ARE S/TUATION, CAN
PROVING AS ANYONE BLAME
ACCURATE AS YOU FOR YOUR
I'VE BEEN TOLD. A [ REACTION?

TERRIFIES ME EVEN
MORE THAN THAT...

YOU HAVE LESS
THAN 7WO
SECONDS TO
IDENTIFY YOURSELF!




SHE STOPPED

ANOCKING.
NOW'S MY
CHANCE!

MY CURRENT
EMPLOYER GOES BY
THE NAME SAM
ANTONETTI
BELIEVE YOU KNO
ALL TOO WELL. |N A BOTCHED
ATTEMPT TO HARNESS AN
ALIEN ENERGY SOURCE DEEP
VE INA

YOU CAN MAKE IT,
YOU CAN MAKE IT, YOU
CAN MAKE IT,YOU CAN

MAKE IT...

EVOLUTION, MS.
WATERSTON..

~EVOLUTION/S




MADE IT...I MADE IT. | |
CAN'T BELIEVE...HUNH, | &

...| CAN'T ; B ELIEV
BELIEVE | HAD TO ‘ CAN'T BELIEVE...

JUMP IN THE FIRST
PLACE!

THAT'S 7TW/CE
NOW.’ IN ONE

ALL BECAUSE
OF A COSTUME
THAT WON'T

) x AJ L LTI LT T T o
oo NA !yl by
-ndullr
] Lias

GET OFF ME
ALREADY! LEAVE
ME ALONE/

/ WANT 7O BE N
NORMAL AGAIN! I
/ WANT--




m‘:n! WASN'T

WATCHING

BRILLIANT ...
JUST, BRILLIANT.

OF COURSE,
NEITHER WAS
THE SUIT.




EMBRACE
WHAT® A SUIT
. 5 - THAT MAKES ME
YOU TREAT ITS SLAVER
OUR NEW LIFE “AF :
1] ’ ’ = PSYCHOS OUT TO
RDEN. y - = ' ou
s : ) : BURY NE?
| DON'T KNOW

g ABOUT YOU, BUT I'D SAY

JUST BURDEN DOESN'T COME

EMBRACE IT, CLOSE TO DESCRIBING
NOF =< & WHAT'S HAPPENED!

IF YOU ARE
GOING TO CONTINUE
TO PLAY THE ROLE OF
INNOCENT BYSTANDER
THEN YOUR MISSION HAS
FA/LED BEFORE IT'S EVER
TRULY BEGUN!

WHAT A 'ou
\ 7ALKING ABOUT? |
\ THIS ISN'T MY
FAULT!
THEN IT IS
TIME FOR YOU TO

REMEM

e
...
| T

g N You. ) REMEMBER
% ‘ WHAT BROUG,
B | - ‘ You 70 ME:




MEANWHILE...

CONSIDERING THE EXTRAORDINA
NATURE OF OUR ESCAPE, | FEEL
COMPELLED TO KEEP A LOG OF
EVE HING THAT TRANSPIRED.

H AFTER FLEEING LOCAL
AUTHORITIES FOLLOWING
YESTERDAY'S ESCAPE,
FIREHEART AND | HAVE

TEBOOK | FOUND
D SUA

R '
Fjeren

THOUGH MAKING SENSE OF WHAT
ACTUALLY HAPPENED |15 FAR
MORE D/FFICULT TO COMPREHEND

THE PHYS/CAL NATURE OF
OUR TRANSFORMATIONS
AND THE SEEMINGLY
RANDOAM SELECTION OF IT
ALL IS UNSETTLING.

BUT THE MENTAL
CHANGE UNDERGONE
BY OUR FORMER
CELLMATE SOREN 1S
OUTRIGHT SCARY.

HIS NEWFOUND MENTAL STATE
MADE HIM A L/AB/LITY. THE —
DECISION TO LEAVE HIM BEHIND [
WAS EFFORTLESS. : WHAT DO YOU
THINK OF
PARALYSP

MY CODENAME!
PARALYS! THE
PARALYZER! WHAT
N, DO YOU THINK? 4

COME ON BARD,
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO
BE THE SAMART ONE.

YOU REALIZE WHAT

WE AREP

WE'RE SUPER-
VILLAINS! LIKE IN
THE BLOODY

4
COMICS! op 7aE RUN,
BACKS AGAINST
THE WALL, READY
W\ FOR ACTION SUPER-




WE'LL CALL YOU
SMASHER, OR
BRUISER OR
SOMETHING CLEVER
LIKE THAT.

...AND I'VE FA/LED IN EVERY
POSSIBLE WAY! AND NOW,
AFTER USING MY LATEST
PRISON SENTENCE TO STUDY
AND BECOME SMARTER...

IT SEEMS FATE FINDS
ME LAUGHABLE
ONCE AGAIN...

IT WAS BAD ENOUGH |
HAD TO PUT UP WITH THAT
RIDICULOUS NICKNAME
THEY GAVE ME IN PRISON.

THE LEARNED MA!

ONCE, BUT TO THEM
JUST A JOKE.

IT'S SAD, REALLY. I'VE STRVED
FOR SO LONG TO AVOID PECPLE'S
EXPECTATIONS OF ME. A LIFE OF
CRIME, OF VIOLENCE..

-..TO FINALLY CAST ASIDE
WHAT PEOPLE HAVE COME TO
EXPECT FROM ME...

...I'M TRANSFORMED INTO

DB THIS...THIS MECHANISM COF
ﬂ VIOLENCE! THIS OGRE/




RN | MADE A FEW
' D. CALLS WHILE YOU
(L WERE WHITTLING AWAY
cas '. IN THAT NOTEBOOK OF _ o\ o1
L Y WE'RE WANTED
’

S MEN...IN THE
A > GOOD WAY.

GOT US AN
APPOINTMENT/

ONLY THE Mmamun
BADDEST OF
THE BADDIES MY nane

FRIEND... ! ; numn
ammanmn

muAn

ann

SO LET ME
GET THIS
STRAIGHT ...

AND FATE BEGINS
LAUGHING ONCE




.. YOU WORK FOR I

SAMUEL ANTONETTI,
THE TECHNOLOGY
MOGUL WHO'S BEEN
MISSING FOR DAYS
NOW... ...AND
TOGETHER YOU
UNLEASHED AN
ALIEN ENERGY
ONTO THE
PLANET...

. THAT'S BEEN
STRIKING PEOPLE AT
RANDOM, CREATING
SCENARIOS LIKE THE
ONE THAT HAPPENED

YESTERDAY.

-..HAVE YOU
TAKEN YOUR
MEDS

TOOAY?

VERY FUNNY

PROFESSOR
CAN | ASK

MS. WATERSTON,
BUT WE BOTH KNOW

WHAT YOU EXPERIENCED

YESTERDAY CAN IN MO

WAY BE DESCRIBED AS
NORMAL.

EVOLUTION HAS
BEEN JUMPSTARTED
CROSS THE GLOBE AND THE
MAN YOU CAME INTO CONTACT
WITH, 7HE S/RE, IS AT THE

THE CENTER OF
WHATS | STILL HAVE
NO IDEA WHAT YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT, LET
ALONE A CLUE AS TO
WHY YOU'RE TELLING

ME ALL THIS!

THEN I'LL MAKE
THIS S/MPLE.
YOU'VE BEEN
TRYING FOR AMMONTHS

TO BRING MY EMPLOYER
DOWN, TO CONNECT
TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES
WITH THAT OF ORGANIZED,

AND ALL | ASK
IN RETURN IS THE
S/RE...YOUR
SECRETARY.

CRIME... - N
LBUTINTHE  Saryem You
END YOUNE B
ALWAYS COME UP E
SHORT.

SECRETARY?
ARE YOU KIDODING
ME? HE'S NOT--

-~OH PLEASE, SO
YOU D/DN'T RECOGNIZE
HIM ON TV YESTERDAY: D/ON'T
BLOW THE STORY OF THE
CENTURY BY LETTING HIM GET
AWAY AND D/DN'T LOOK LIKE
A FOOL IN THE PROCESS.

NOT TO MENTION
WE'RE STANDING
OUTSIDE HIS APART=
MENT...

OKAY, YOU
MADE YOUR
POINT. WHAT DOES
THIS HAVE TO DO
WITH MEP

...YOU CAN
GET CLOSE 1O
HIM. AND WHEN

THE TIME
COMES..
...YOU
CAN BRING
HIM TO ME/




HIS SECRET
MEANS NMOTHING TO
YOU MS. WATERSTON.

UNLESS OF COURSE YOU
SEEK TO BETRAY HIM TO

THINKING OF
DOING THAT
NOW WERE
YOU:

(SIGH)
WHAT DO
YOU GET oUT
OF ALL THIS?
I\ WHY HIMZ

TR | COME TO
BECAUSE HE - YOU BECAUSE
DOESN'T COMPREHEND \ | NEED THIS TO
WHAT HE IS YET. AND WHAT i y &\ BE HANDLED
HE MEANS TO HUMANKIND e\ QUIETLY.
IS SOMETHING ONLY / CAN "My
SHOW HIM! EMPLOYER IS A
/ DANGEROUS NAN
MS. WATERSTON...

-..YOU MAY
THINK YOU HAVE
YOUR EYE ON HIM BUT
BELIEVE ME WHEN | SAY
HE'S ALWAYS KEEPING
A CLOSER EYE ON

SO DO WE HAVE
AN ARRANGEMENT?

YOU KNOW
I'LL HAVE TO
THINK IT OVER,

BRIEF, BUT MAKE
NO MISTAKE, IT IS

ALWAYS RETRACT-
B




{E
ING
P/ ONE MINUTE
I'M IN DREAM-
LAND

AND | NEEDED
THOSE
TRANSCRIPTS ON MY
DESK YESTERDAY!

AND GET A
HA/RCUT FOR
GODSSAKE, YOU

WHO PULLED
STRINGS TO GET
A YOU THIS JOB...

.‘.""' BECAUSE THE

ONE THING |
CAN'T STAND IS A
LAZINESS! L8

/' WORKING TO M
ME OR THIS o0
BETTER, THEN YOU'

WASTING EVERY
N TIME!




SHE WAS AMAZING.
UNLIKE ANY WONMAN
I'D EVER MET, LET
ALONE WORKED FOR

S0 | SPENT THE BETTER
PART OF THE NIGHT
TRYING TO GET THOSE

FILES READY FOR HER...

TE( Y.
EXCELS/OR
HANDHELD: RIGHT?
WAIT, WHAT?




...AND LOOK
WHO'S DOING
THE KTLLING!

IT's K/LL
OR BE KILLED
BARD...

g HAL | MEAN
CAN YOU BEL/EVE
IT?! THE LAST TIME WE
WERE DRIVING
ANYWHERE IT WAS TO
PRISON!

NOT OFF TO
MEET THE MOST
POWERFUL GUY ON
THE PLANET/

ANTONETTI'S
THE MEXT BILL
GATES!

DOES HE NOT CARE WHAT

HAPPENED TO US?

HOW OR ENEN WHY WE

GOT THESE POWERS?

THAT
EXCELS/OR

DOES HE NOT
MARVEL AT THE IDEA
OF HAVING POWERS
AT ALL? YESTERDAY,
WE WERE HUMAN...

HANOHELD HE
iz <
7 7 GOOD THING i
NO ONE KNOWS w-f;f" )
THE REAL TRUTH —
ABOUT HIM... _
...NOT
ANYONE
STILL ALVE
THAT IS/

BUT THAT'S
WHERE WE COME IN
BARD. WE HELP KEEP
HIM WHERE HE IS, WE

GOT IT MADE/

1S THAT WHY | HAVE
ALLOWED MYSELF TO BE
LED BY PEOPLE LIKE H/MP




WHO KNOWS
WALTER...WE MAY
JUST PULL
OURSELVES OUT OF
THE F/IRE YET!

THEN HE JUST
OFFERED HIM
ue!

UNDERSTOOD.
I'LL GET JIMON IT
IMMEDIATELY!

JUST LIKE
THAT.

| DON'T
UNDERSTAND, HE
MUST'VE WANTED
SOMETHING IN

RETURN/

YOU LET ME
HANDLE THAT/

WALTER,
YOU WORRY,
TOO MUCH. IT'S
NOT GOOPD FOR
YOU.
IN THE
MEANTIME, |
NEED TO KNOW
WHAT I'M GETTING
MYSELF /NTO.

| NEED TO
KNOW EVERYTHING
ABOUT HIM. WHO IS
HE? WHERE'D HE
COME FROM?

ON WHAT
IMMEDIATELY?

1

N7 /

Ve




...| REMEMBER
NOW. HE TOLD ME
TO GO TO THE
WAREHOUSE.

SAID THERE
WAS SOMETHING
GOING ON... AN ]
EXPERIMENT. 4 ‘
-

a5

WHY?
WOULD MAKE
YOU DO SUCH A
THING? ’

| DUNNO... | JUST |
THOUGHT, MAYEE....

HER | WAS SOMEONE
SPECIAL. NOT THE
LOSER EVERYONE
THINKS | AM.

AND IS THAT
NOT WHAT YOU'VE
BECOMER

ARE YOU
NOT THE VERY
DEFINITION ..

CHECK HIS
WALLET. MAYBE
HE'S GOT SOME

CASH ON HIM,

WHERE ARE
WE OFF TO--

OK, OK, I'M
GOING...

«.LEAD THE
WAY OH
GREAT AND
POWERFUL
COSTUME...




W EESERZATA S W\ \
AR RER BN

ifAllRNN

YES SIR,
THEY'RE YES
HERE. |'LL SE!

THE WOMAN
TO MY R/GHT 1S
MS. RACHEL
HUNTER.
THE GENTLEMEN
TO MY LEFT: FORMER
LIEUTENANT COLONEL
DANIEL BRAGGS.




| MEAN, LOOK™
AT THIS PLACE!

MAKES THE
WHITE HOUSE LOOK
LIKE A BURNT OUT

CRATER FULL OF =~

AND ALL THAT |
ASK IN RETURN |5
HELP IN CERTAIN
AREAS THAT REQUIRE
A UNIQUE BRAND OF
EXPERTISE...
...ONE
THAT EXISTS
OUTS/DE THE
LEGAL REALMS
OF SOCIETY...

I SAW YOU
BOTH ON TV. MOST
IMPRESSIVE.
YOUR
PHYSICAL
ATTRIBUTES, YOU
NEWFOUND
CAPABILITIES...

...THE POSSIBILI-
TIES OF YOU COMING
TO WORK FOR ME ARE

LIMITLESS.

| TOO HAVE
UNDERGONE MY
OWN APPARENT
CHANGES AND CAN
BETTER SERVE TO HELP
YOU UNDERSTAND
YOURS.

...ONE I'M
SURE YOU'RE
QUITE FAMILIAR
WITH!




BARD, WHAT
THE HELL ARE
YOU DOING P!

BECAUSE
THERE IS
SOMETHING ABOUT
HIM | DO NOT
TRUST.  AND IT IS PAST
TIME | FOLLOW MY

INSTINCTS RATHER

B THAN MEN LIKE YOU

\DoNor  ORHIM.

EXPECT YOU TO
UNDERSTAND.

1S IT BECAUSE
OF HIS FACER

GROW
ACK!

7 HOW CJE\N
THIS ISN'T A THOMAS FIREHEART
PACKAGE DEAL IS IT? | BE OF SERVICE?
BECAUSE YOU KNOW, |
HARDLY ANEW THE GUY!
CELLMATES OACE,
REALLY. THAT'S ALL/
WHATTYA SAY?




| SEE. IT
APPEARS YOUR
FRIEND WILL HAVE
TO BE DEALT WITH AT
ANOCTHER TIME.

IRONICALLY
ENCUGH, INVOLVES
ANOTHER OF YOUR -
\ SO-CALLED FRIENDS, /0 AS | UNDER-
B SOREN CLAUS. 2 STAND IT, HE WAS
R RECENTLY TAKEN INTO
] - CUSTODY. AS IT
TURNS OUT...




_— NN l==P /‘ i,'.
..WE'D LIKE TO TAKE HIM S4CA7 [l H- TN 'i f “,_-; :

=

S 4

PAL, | WISH |
KNEW. BUT WHAT
THIS COSTUME




| SUGGEST YOU
STAY AS FAR AWAY
FROM ME AS
POSS/BLE!




YEAH, GREAT ADVCE TOO BAD,
DON'T REALLY HAVE A
! M (o) A

-?“

4 _IXZ THE ONE TO
FIGHT YOU IN THE
FIRST PLACE

HAVE NE/THER!




THANK YOU FOR READING!

Did you dig it? Do you want MORE? Then you're in LUCK!

We're offering subscribers 50% off all DIGITAL DOWNLOADS on the
Sire Studios store. Enter code: HALF at checkout. This coupon applies
to ALL digital downloads of our comics, including Descendant, Main-
stream and more. Go to sirestudiosinc.com/digital to activate now!

- Michael Dolce (creator:Fhe Sire, Mainstream, Descendant)




