


HOLD STILL.
LET ME HELP
YOU UP. Q WHERE AM
s | I? WHAT
2 HAPPENED?
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MAGNIFICENT,
IS IT NOT?

AN ENDLESS
STREAM OF
POSSIBILITIES
LAID ouT
BEFORE US.

THE ANSWER
TO THE ETERNAL
QUESTION OF
"WHAT IF?"

Y/ THIS WAS MY
[ ORIGINAL VISION
\ FOR THE PROJECT
A\ ALL ALONG.

.. THAT IT
WILL PROVE TO
BE MY PEOPLE'S
SALVATION.




WHAT 1 I TORE OPEN
WHAT THE PROMISED 1 THE RIPPLE
HELL DID YoU WOULD, peTweeN OUR WORLDS.
poz AGENT. RECONFIGURED THE
DOORWAY BETWEEN MY
REALITY AND THE
MAINSTREAM.

1 GAVE MY
PEOPLE A
CHANCE.

REAL

A CHANCE FOR HODGE?
WHAT? WE KNOW

YOU KILLED THE

REAL HODGE.

YOU'RE
NOTHING BUT A
MURDERER/

DO I NOT
LOOK REAL
TO YOU?!




WHERE DID
SHE 6O7
WHAT DID YOU
DO WITH
HER?




OF THE
DOORWAY.

SHE'S ALIVE.
BUT GONE.

WHAT IS IT

YOUD LIKE

ME TO TELL
You?

_d
7 THAT
ALTERNATE
REALITIES
EXIST?

THAT SHOULD
HAVE PULLED OUT
ANYONE WHO
DOESN'T BELONG
HERE. ANYONE FROM
THE MAINSTREAM.

WHY ARE
YOU STILL
HERE?

I-I DON'T..
I DON'T

(4
g

SO, YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR
ANSWERS,
THEN?

ARE YOU

ONE OF
usz?

OR
SOMETHING
MOREZ?

7 WHY DOES
EVERYONE KEEP
ASKING ME
THAT?

I'M A COP/
THAT'S ALL YOU
NEED TO
KNOW.

NO, YOU'RE
OBVIOUSLY
SOMETHING
ELSE.
A THIRD
REALITY?Z AN
ANOMALY TO
BOTH?

HOw DO You
FIT INTO THIS
PUZZLE?

THAT FOR
EVERY
VERSION OF

...THERE ARE
AN INFINITE
AMOUNT OF
ALTERNATE
YOous...

...SIMPLY
FLOATING
AROUND THE
COSMOs?




NOT MUCH
BETTER I'M

DAMN
STRAIGHT/ |
WHAT'S THE S/TCH b \ \ DR. NILES!
| ~ A\ ¢ THANK &OD/
I THOUGHT...

GOOD. WE
NEED THAT BIG,
FAT BRAIN OF

IDEA WHAT THIS
THING 15?7




AND BETTER
YET, HOW DO
WE GET IT
OPEN?

CLARK/
WAKINO/ WHAT
THE HELL'S
GOING ON?

THERE WERE
TOO MANY OF
THEM. THE COPS.
WE COULDN'T
HOLD THE

ELEVATOR.

WE BARRICAPED
THE DOOR, BUT IT'S
ONLY A MATTER OF

TIME, NOW.

HELPING

UsS TAKE THAT'S WHAT
DOWN THE THE ANTI-HODGE
ANTI-HODGE! LOOK, 1 WANTED YOU
ORPERED YOU TO THINK!
TO GET DOWN
HERE. YOU LEFT ME
NO CHOICE! HE
WAS OUR ONLY
OPTION!

I'M GETTING
REAL TIRED OF
THIS ATTITUPE

OF YOURS-~

ANTI-HODGE
SNUCK INTO THE
BRIDGE. DID THAT TO
THE DOORWAY. NATE AND
I TRIED TO STOP HIM
FROM THE INSIDE,

SR NATE? You
MEAN THE

cor?!
WHAT WAS
HE DOING
HERE?

YOU SAID
YOU AND NATE
WERE FIGHTING
THE ANTI-HODGE
FROM THE
INSIDE?

UNTIL HE
SUCKED ME
OUT LIKE A

VACUUM.




“...WHERE'S
NATE NOW?2"

INFINITE
SECURITY?
ALTERNATE
REALITIES? THESE
THINGS DON'T
MAKE ANY
SENSE TO

THAT I WAS
BORN INSIDE AN
EMPTY HOSPITAL
ROOM AND CAN DO
THINGS NO ONE ON
THIS PLANET DON'T FIT IN
SHOULD. Vs ANYWHERE,

REALLY.
BUT THAT
I'M NOT ONE

ME. 4 OF YoU,
- EITHER.

WHAT DID
THE KEEPERS
TELL YOU?

AND YOU TRUST
THEM IMPLICITLY?
AS IF THEY'RE THE
ONLY SOUCE FOR

TRUTH?

THEY CALL
THEIR HODGE
THE "REAL” ONE,
AND ME AN
IMPOSTER. A
MURDERER.

BUT AREN'T
HODGE AND 1
ONE AND THE

SAME?

AND DON'T
THEY MURDER
ANY ALTERNATE
THAT DOESN'T

BELONG?

DOES THAT
SOUND LIKE AN
ALTRUISTIC
ORGANIZATION
TO YOU?

NO. BUT
THAT DOESN'T
MAKE YOU THE
GOOD GUY,
EITHER.
I'M NOT. I'M
JUST A MAN,
TRYING TO MAKE
AMENDS.

MAKE
AMENDS FOR
WHAT? WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING
ABOUT?




A WINDOW
INTO ANOTHER
WORLD... I, IT DOESN'T
i MATTER NOW.
THAT'S HOW
THIS ALL STARTED.
THE ACCIDENT. THE
MAINSTREAM.
THE WAR.

WE OPENED

A DOOR WE

COULD NOT
CLOSE.

AND DOOMED
OURSELVES TO
REPAIRING THE WHY DID REALITY
DAMAGE WE  FRACTUREZ? WHY WAS
UNLEASHED. THIS FIGHT BROUGHT
TO OUR VERY
DOORSTEP?

ALL THAT
MATTERS NOW
1S SURVIVAL.

AN INSTINCT
NO GREATER ON
ONE WORLD...
THAN ON THE
NEXT!

\_ 7 SURVIVAL IS

A SOMETHING WE
ALL HAVE IN
COMMON.

BUT WHAT DOES
THAT EVEN MEAN?
WHAT ACCIDENT?
WHAT WAR?

WE STARTED
WITH THE BEST
OF INTENTIONS.




A THEORY THAT ’
B A SERIES OF
TIME AND SPACE CONSTANT AND

FLOWED LIKE A
RAGING RIVER. ¥ _ CONCURRENT

...COURSING IN A
SINGLE DIRECTION.

-

MOST EVENTS s ...SWEPT AWAY
ARE LIKE DEBRIS ; P WITH L/ITTLE TO
TOSSED INTO < NO IMPACT ON
THE CURRENT... : ’ = THE WORLD.

L \

- — - > '
BUT IF AN EVENT WERE 8 THE GREATER
SIGNIFICANT ENOUGH... | THE EvENT..
...A RIPPLE
WOULD FORM.

INSTEAD WE
BLEW OPEN

"“ \ R ’ 4
.. THE GREATER ||, e [ we onLy veANT T
THE RIPPLE/ - lﬂ OPEN UP A WINDOW.

WITH THE PUSH OF
A BUTTON... WE
UNLEASHED HELL.
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v, §
a /
g .i ALL WITHIN THE TIME
- IT TOOK TO PUSH
/ LS THAT BUTTON.

A VORTEX OF " ,
OPPOSING ONE SECOND...
REALITIES EXISTING J 'A s

TOGETHER AT ONCE.

AND NOT
ALWAYS FOR
THE BETTER.

THE EFFECTS OF
OUR ACTIONS WERE
CATASTROPHIC.

TIME AND SPACE
REPACTING
ITSELF, BIT BY BIT.

WAIT, WHAT
DO YOU MEAN
YOU DIDN'T
KNOwW?

IT HAPPENED
SLOWLY. WE
DIDN'T SEE IT
COMING.

WE WENT

BACK TO

BUSINESS AS

USUAL.

NOTHING
APPEARED OUT OF
THE ORDINARY.
NOTHING SEEMED
DIFFERENT.




IT WASN'T
UNTIL I
STARTED TO

THINGS 1 JUST

LITTLE BY
LITTLE, IT
QUICKLY
ESCALATED.

UNTIL IT WAS
UNMISTAKABLE.

| ol COULDN'T QUITE
- EXPLAIN. .

THE SMALLER
DISAPPEARANCES A MY BIRTHDAY.
GAVE WAY TO \
SOMETHING
BIGGER.

GAPING HOLES
IN INFRASTRUCTURE.

PEOPLE VAN/SHING
INTO THIN AIR.

OUR
WORLD WAS
COLLAPSING.

ALL
BECAUSE OF
WHAT 1 D/
THAT DAY.

NOVEMBER
1STH, 1988.

THEY CALLED IT
"THE WINDY CITY
CATASTROPHE".

DEADLIEST DAYS
IN CHICAGO
HISTORY.
THOUSANDS
DEAD WITH NO
EXPLANATION. BUILDINGS
SHATTERED. CARS
PULVERIZED. A CITY IN A

ALL WITHIN
A SPLIT
y SECOND.




ALL WITHIN
THE TIME IT

IT'S COMING
BACK TO ME.
WHAT YOU sAD T ZEMEMBER
BEFORE... ABOUT
A HOSPITAL. SOMETHING... ON

A PREGNANT
WOMAN BROUGHT
TO THE ER.

AFTER HOURS
OF INTENSE LABOR,
THE DOCTOR WAS
SET TO DELIVER
HER CHILD.

TO THIS DAY
NO ONE CAN
EXPLAIN WHAT

HAPPENED.

DOESN'T TAKE
A SCIENTIST...

...TO FULLY
COMPREHEND
THE TRUTH...

MY WORLD... THE
DAY AFTER.

BUT NOTHING
CAME OUT.

MAKE NO MISTAKE
THERE WAS A BABY
INSIDE HER. UNTIL THE VERY
END, WHEN HE REACHED
INSIDE TO DELIVER THE
INFANT ACROSS THE

> THRESHOLD.

YOU KNOW,
DETECTIVE...
THAT

A% ...YOUR
"/ MOTHER...
SHE MIGHT
STILL BE
ALIVE.




'YBECAUSE I'M
COMING UP EMPTY
ON BOTH COUNTS!"

WHAT DO YOU
MEAN...
ALIVE?

I MEAN IN MY
WORLD, SHE'S
STILL THERE.

YOU COULD

FIND HER. YOU

KNOW/ BUT IF
THE FIELD
CONTINUES
EXPANDING
LIKE THIS...

COULD BE
REUNITED.

DOORWAY'S
REACHED 1T'S
MAXIMUM
THRESHOLD.

CONSUME
EVERYTHING IN
IT’G PATH IN A B
MATTER OF
MINUTES!

NILES/ TELL
ME YOU'VE
GOT SOME-
THING!

THAT CAN
WHAT? KEEP

THOSE COPS OUT |
OR STOP THE /N

OUR PEOPLE
ARE ABOUT TO
CROSS
THROUGH.

JusT
LET IT
HAPPEN...

...AND THE
ANSWERS YOU
SEEK WILL BE
> YOURS!

EVERYONE,
GET BACK/




WHAT'S
HAPPENING? NEVER SEEN
WHERE IS ANYTHING LIKE IT!
EVERYONE PLACE LOOKS
\ A\ | iKE IT'S ABOUT / .
To / R .
BLow/ /. WAIT.. NO/ N\
THAT
SHOULDN'T
BE...

YOU SAID IT
YOURSELF. YOU
DON'T OWE
THIS WORLD
ANYTHING.

” YOU DON'T
BELONG

MAYBE YOU
WERE MEANT
TO SAVE IT.




...NO MATTER
WHOSE WORLD
I BELONG TO.

I'VE SPENT MY
ENTIRE LIFE
SEARCHING FOR

ANSWERS.
; SO THIS
ISN'T EASY.

AND THAT'S
NOT SOMETHING
I CAN ALLOW...

FOR YOUR PLAN TO
SUCCEED, MILLIONS
WILL HAVE TO DIE.

DETECTIVE,

STOP/DONT ¥ OVER YOUR
DO THIS! DON'T TRUE BIRTH
CHOOSE THIS... WORLD!
THIS ADOPTED

 I'M SIMPLY
\ CHOOSING...

...TO DO THE
RIGHT THING.










ﬁ
g < — EVERYONE
ooy FROM DOWN s ~
FEEL THATZ A "'ggi ow.... CLEAR// R
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WHERE'S
ANTI-HODGE?
“THE CHICAGO P.D. WOULD
LIKE TO RECOGNIZE ALL
FIRST RESPONPERS,
INCLUDING OUR VERY OWN..."

YOU OKAY?

o
<
W.
[}
Z
a8
3
x




...DETECTIVE
NATE MCCALLIS-
TER, WHO WAS
FOUND RISKING
HIS LIFE AT THE

THAT WAS
CAPTAIN OLIVIA
HOLBROOK
RESPONDING TO
REPORTERS, LATE

LAST NIGHT..

WERE
THERE ANY
FATALITIES?

WAS THIS
RELATED TO
THE HODGE

MURDER?

HODGE'S
MURDER 'S
STILL UNDER

INVESTIGATION.

...AFTER THE
CORPORATE
HEADQUARTERS OF
FPARADIGM ENERGY,
INEXPLICABLY WENT UP

THE OFFICIAL
CAUSE BEHIND THE
EXPLOSION HAS NOT YET
BEEN CONFIRMED, BUT IT
ADDS TO A GROWING
TALLY OF BIZARRE
INCIDENTS...

...ALL
CENTERED AROUND
BILLIONAIRE INVENTOR
FRANKLIN HODGE.

You
KNOW... HE
EXPLAINED T
TO ME...

...THE
ANTI/-
..WHEN WE  HODGE...
WERE STANDING

AT THE THRESH-
oLD...




“WHY HE PONDERED ALL
THE POSSIBILITIES.
“THE ETERNAL
'WHAT IF’

¢

2 4

e
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YIN THAT MOMENT; 1
WASN'T SURE WHAT
HE MEANT.

'BUT NOW, COMING
HOME TO TH/S, I THINK
I KNOW WHAT HE WAS
TALKING ABOUT.

“HE WANTED THE COMFORT.
THAT AT THE END OF THE
DAY, HE MADE ALL THE RIGHT
DECISIONS. THAT EVERY-

i THING WENT DOWN THE WAY
IT WAS SUPPOSED TO.

“IT’'S ALL HE
WAS EVER
SEARCHING
FOR.

“THAT COMFORT.
THAT PEACE OF
MIND.

“HE WANTED
INFINITE
SECURITY.

R\
‘\\‘l\ )

el A “THAT'S wHAT A

A\ w—

'IT'S WHAT
YOUR HODGE
WAS SEARCHING
FOR TOO."

HE CALLED IT. §



You THI I HOPE... I
o HONESTLY, 7y 4 wHAT JUST HOPE HE
PARTNER'S I DON'T TURNS UP ALL
2 KNow,  SCARES ME RIGHT.
OKAY? -~ THE MOST.

DOESN'T
HAVE TO

BE. IF YOU "

HAVE YOU

...TO HELP
KEEP IT
SAFE.

GIVEN ANY Y !
THOUGHT TO

MY OFFER?

= \

TO JON N
YOU? JOIN THE
KEEPERS? 4

THE X
MAINSTREAM IS
STILL IN DANGER.
THERE ARE THREATS
CROSSING OVER

ALL THE TIME.

THE ONLY REAL
FAMILY I'VE
GOT.

WE COULD
USE SOMEONE
LIKE YOU.

SOMEONE WITH

YOUR
ABILITIES... /A

..I'D LIKE !
TO SEE HOW

THAT FITS.

THE &No.




